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Note - Graphical Graduation is no longer a part of the IAQS syllabus. Whichever answer has links 
to graphical graduation, please consider that as out of syllabus. You have to answer three methods 
as 

1. Parametric formula 
2. Standard Table 
3. Spline functions 

 
              

 

1. CT4 September 2010 Question 8 

Rocky Bay is a small seaside town in the north of Europe. In a leaflet advertising the town, 

the tourist office has claimed that ‘in August, Rocky Bay has a Mediterranean climate’. An 

actuarial student spent August 2009 on holiday in Rocky Bay with his family, and became 

sceptical of this claim. When he returned home, he thought it might be interesting to 

examine the claim by applying some of the methods he had learned while studying for the 

Core Technical subjects. For each of the 31 days in August 2009 he collected data recorded 

by various meteorological offices on the maximum temperature in Rocky Bay and the mean 

of the maximum temperatures reported on the same day at a range of places in the 

Mediterranean region. The data are shown below, where, for each of the days in August, 

‘+’ means that Rocky Bay had the higher maximum temperature and ‘–’ means that the 

Mediterranean average was higher. 

 

 
 

(i) Carry out a statistical test to examine the tourist office’s claim. 

 

(ii) Suggest reasons why the test might not be an appropriate way to examine the tourist 

office’s claim. 

 
 

2. CT4 April 2012 Question 3 
A graduation of a set of crude mortality rates is tested for goodness-of-fit using a chi-

squared test.  

Discuss the factors to be considered in determining the number of degrees of freedom to 

use for the test statistic. 
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3. CT4 April 2013 Question 9 

A life office compared the mortality of its policyholders in the age range 30 to 60 years 

inclusive with a set of mortality rates prepared by the continuous mortality investigation 

(CMI). The mortality of the life office policyholders was higher than the CMI rates at ages 

30-35, 38-41, 41-50 and 54-59 years inclusive, and lower than the CMI rates at all other 

ages in the age range. 

 

(i) Perform two tests of the null hypothesis that the underlying mortality of the life 

office policyholders is represented by the CMI rates.            

 

(ii) Comment on your results from part (i).         

 

(iii) Explain the problem which duplicate policies cause in the context of the CMI 

mortality investigation.         

 

 

4. CT4 September 2015 Question 11 

(i) Describe why an insurance company might want to compare the results of a mortality 

investigation with previous experience. 

 

A large life insurance company has undertaken an investigation of the mortality of its 

policyholders. Currently it assumes that mortality at age x, mx, is equal to a standard 

table. The company wishes to use the results from the investigation to see whether the 

standard table is still appropriate. Below are shown some data from the investigation.  
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(ii) Perform an overall test of the hypothesis that the underlying mortality of the company’s 

policyholders is, over this range of ages, represented by the standard table.  

 

(iii) Evaluate the suitability of the standard table for use in the company’s financial 

modelling by performing two additional tests for different possible inconsistencies between 

the actual death rates and those represented by the standard table. 

 

5. CT4 April 2015 Question 6 

A health insurance company has collected data on sickness rates during the calendar year 

2013 among a sample of its policyholders aged 40–64 years inclusive. It compares these 

to the rates among its policyholders of the same age in 2012. It finds that at ages 40–50 

years inclusive, and at ages 56–61 years inclusive, the sickness rates in 2013 are higher 

than those in 2012. At other ages, the sickness rates in 2013 were lower than those in 

2012.  

(i) Carry out two tests of the null hypothesis that the underlying sickness rates in 2013 

are the same as those in 2012.  

 

(ii) Comment on the implications of the results of your test for the company’s sickness 

insurance business. 

 

6. CT4 April 2016 Question 4 

The manager of a life insurance company wishes to revise the premiums for term 

assurance policies. He has asked a trainee to compare the latest mortality estimates from 

the Continuous Mortality Investigation (CMI) for ages 40–64 years inclusive with the 

estimates the company has been using in its premium calculations, using a 95% 

significance level. The trainee says: ‘I've done the Signs Test and we just pass – one more 

positive sign and we would have failed!’.  

(i) Calculate the number of ages for which the company's mortality estimate was higher 

than that produced by the CMI.  

 

Ten minutes later the trainee says: ‘I tried the Grouping of Signs test and we just fail. We 

needed one more positive run!’.  

(ii) Determine the number of runs of positive signs in the company’s data.  

 

7. CT4 October 2016 Question 5 

(i) Describe why the raw data gathered from a mortality investigation need to be graduated. 

 

(ii) Explain which method of graduation would be most suitable for each of the following 

mortality investigations: 

 (a) the female population of a large European country 

 (b) a study of the mortality of rhinoceroses in the safari parks of South Africa 

 (c) the pension scheme of a large company 
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8.CT4 April 2017 Question 10 

The government statistical service in a country with a population of 10 million has 

estimated mortality rates among males in that country aged 20 to 99 years inclusive. It 

wishes to create a new standard mortality table.  

(i) Describe why the crude mortality rates should be graduated during the production of 

this standard mortality table.  

 

(ii) Describe a suitable method of graduation for these mortality rates.  

 

(iii) Explain the limitations of the method described in your answer to part (ii) in this 

situation. 

The government performs the graduation and compares the crude and graduated rates. 

Below are some of the results of the comparison: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

(iv) Assess the quality of the graduated rates for use as a new standard mortality table by 

applying TWO statistical tests to the above information. The two tests should each examine 

a different aspect of the graduation.  

 

(v) Comment on the implications of your results in part (iv) for the government using the 

new standard mortality table for economic and financial planning purposes. 

 

9. CT4 April 2018 Question 3 

(i) List the advantages of graduation: 

• by parametric formula.  

• with reference to a standard table.  

• using a graphical method.  
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(ii) Outline the steps involved in graduating mortality rates with reference to a 

standard table. 

 

 

10. CT4 September 2018 Question 2 
Describe how you would determine the number of degrees of freedom to use in a chi-

square test when graduating a set of crude mortality rates. 

 

 

11. CS2A September 2020 Question 5 

 

An investigation was undertaken into the mortality of policyholders for a large life 

insurance company. The crude mortality rates were graduated using a formula of the form:  

µx = exp(ax +  bx2).  

An extract of the results is set out below. All data have been collated between 1 January 

2018 and 1 January 2019 on an ‘age last birthday’ basis:  

  

 

(i) Perform the signs test to explore the hypothesis that the graduated mortality rates are 

the true rates underlying the observed data from the life insurance company.  

(ii) State the main limitation of the signs test in assessing the suitability of the graduated 

rates.  
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(iii) Perform a chi-square goodness-of-fit test to explore further the hypothesis that the 

graduated mortality rates are the true rates underlying the observed data from the life 

insurance company.  

(iv) Comment on your answers to parts (i) and (iii). 

 

12. CS2A April 2021 Question 7 
An Actuarial Analyst is investigating the forces of mortality for males aged 65 and over. 

The Analyst has studied a group of 100 male lives, all of whom were exactly 65 years old 

at the beginning of the study, over a 10-year period and has estimated the following forces 

of mortality based on the lives observed in the study:  

 
(i) Determine, to six decimal places, the probability that a 65-year-old male is alive at age 

75, using the estimated forces of mortality in the table above.  

 

A colleague has suggested that the Analyst use the following formula to model the forces 

of mortality at age x: μx  =  0.0020291 +  0.0001000 ×  1.0793496x  

(ii) Verify that the probability that a 65-year-old male is alive at age 75 using the suggested 

model matches the result calculated in part (i) to six decimal places.  

 

The Analyst decides, on the basis of the matching probabilities in parts (i) and (ii), to use 

the suggested formula to graduate the estimated forces of mortality in the table above. 

(iii) Comment on the Analyst’s decision. 

 

 

13. CS2A September 2021 Question 4 

An Actuary has graduated the mortality experience of a population aged 55 to 65 years 

using the following formula:  

 
where a, b, c and d are constants and x is age in years.  
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The mortality experience data and the graduated rates calculated by the Actuary are 

shown in the table below. All data have been collated between 1 January 2020 and 31 

December 2020 inclusive on an ‘age nearest birthday’ basis: 

 
Let y be the graduated rate at age 65 and let the null hypothesis be that the graduated 

rates are the true rates underlying the observed data. 

 

 Determine the range of values that y needs to take so that there is insufficient evidence, 

at the 97.5% confidence level, to reject the null hypothesis under a chi-square goodness-

of-fit test. 

 

 

 

14. CS2A September 2022 Question 5 
(i) An insurance company has graduated the experience of one block of its life business 

using the following quadratic-Gompertz formula: 
 

Μx  = exp(a0  +  a1x +  a2x2) 
 

where a0, a1 and a2 are constants and x is age in years.  

 
The data used for this graduation exercise, together with the graduated rates, are shown 
in the table below. All data have been collated between 1 January 2018 and 31 

December 2018 inclusive on an ‘age nearest birthday’ basis.  
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(i) Perform a Chi-square test to assess the overall goodness of fit of this graduation, stating the null and alternative 
hypotheses.  

 
The company would like to extend the graduation to age 70. The death count and exposed to risk at age 70 are 150 
deaths and 10,000 years, respectively. 

 
Let μ̂70  be the graduated rate at age 70, and let the null and alternative hypotheses be the same as in part (i), except 
that the age range is now from 60 to 70.  

 
(ii) Determine, using the data in the table above, the condition that μ̂70  would need to fulfil in order for there to be 
insufficient evidence, at the 5% significance level, to reject the null hypothesis under the cumulative deviations test. 

 
 

 

 


